CHAPTER VII
THE DIARY
ALTHOUGH the word "Diary" has been used for all
the editions of Evelyn's record, and is for con-
venience and simplicity's sake used in these pages, it
is not, strictly speaking, accurate. In an entry in 1673
he himself refers to it as "Memoirs/' but in a list he
made of "Things I would write out fair and reform if
I had leisure" he calls it "My own Ephcmeris or
Diary," "Memoirs" is more correct than "Diary/3
because as will be seen it consists perhaps more of
what was written in after years than of what was
written on the day.
There are diaries written daily with such care and
punctuality that if a day is missed a blank is left.
There are diaries (the most common) generally
written on the day wjith summaries of days, weeks or
months made when for some reason or other daily
writing has not been possible. But, in this case the
diarist never tampers with the daily entries. There
are memoirs which make no attempt at daily dated
entries, although notes written at the time may be
used and even quoted.
Evelyn's record, which covers practically the
whole of his life, does not fit into any of these three
categories, As a diary it lacks some essential and